Exploring Self Employment 

Exploring Self Employment: A Self Assessment Tool for Women Entrepreneurs is a helpful pocket-sized workbook and resource guide for women who are thinking about becoming self employed.  Additionally, it may also be used by organizations providing training or business consulting services to women entrepreneurs.  The handbook is accompanied by a video entitled “Success Inc.” which complements the topics discussed and provides inspirational stories from other women entrepreneurs.  The handbook is divided into the following 5 sections:

· Part 1: Getting Started

This section is designed to help you get acquainted with your handbook.  It will allow you to determine whether the handbook and accompanying video are useful tools for you and, if they are, how to best use them to your advantage.  In addition, it will guide you to identify 3 things you need to focus on right now in your quest to be self employed.

· Part 2: All About You

The exercises in this section will allow you to: determine your marketable talents, identify the skills and knowledge you need to operate your business, assess your current entrepreneurial strengths and challenges, ensure the business you are considering is right for you, and decide whether or not you really want to be self employed.

· Part 3: All About Your Business Idea

Whether you already have a business idea or not, this section will help you to develop a general business awareness of the world in which you live.  Completion of the exercises here will enable you to get ideas on how to find business opportunities and how to explore the viability of your business ideas.

· Part 4: Next Steps


Once you are ready to pursue your business idea, this section will help you to develop a clear focus and plan of action.  The exercises will let you identify your priorities, establish your short term and long term goals, and develop an action plan for your business and yourself.

· Part 5: At Your Fingertips

This section contains resources for you to access as you research your business idea.  Included are relevant government agencies, business service organizations, and web sites.

*We urge you to take this opportunity to order the handbook and its accompanying video, free of charge, from SEDI.

